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slavia would shortly fall to pieces. But the outrages
which began in 1929 were mostly artificially contrived.
They did not take place as the result of the indignation
of the people; but it just needed these blowings up of
trains and explosions in barracks to make the general
picture convincing to Mussolini.

King Alexander would have felt relief if Italian
enmity could have been removed. He bore no grudge
against Italy, nursed no grievances. It is to his credit
that, despite unparalleled provocation, he never bore
himself aggressively towards Italy, never threatened.
He saw some resemblance between his own political
position and that of Mussolini. Parliamentary govern-
ment had failed in Rome and the Duce had stepped
forward to save his country. Democracy had for the
time failed in Belgrade and King Alexander had taken
the necessary steps to unite all warring factions. "United
we stand: divided we fall/' was the motto of Fascism
that Alexander had adopted when he created Jugoslavia.
Grandi had said that Italy was ready for an under-
standing. "Come to us without the Little Entente and
without France and we will see what we can do for you 1"

Such terms were naturally unpalatable, but Signor
Galli, in 1932, seemed to suggest something better, a
general appeasement, the inauguration of a new era of
peace. As a result of his opinions, freely expressed,
Marinkovitch had considerable correspondence with
Grandi. Would it not be possible for the Duce and
King Alexander to meet and deal with all their difficulties
as man to man? But the Jugoslav Premier and Foreign
Minister was very ill and was forced to retire from office
on the 3rd July, 1932.

Srshkitch became premier and Bogoljub Jevtitch,
who had been Minister of the Court in the previous
administration, became Minister for Foreign Affairs.
The Italian conversations still continued. Jevtitch
went to Rome but he did not find the accommodating
spirit that Marinkovitch had led him to expect. He